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Casualties to Shipping in the St. George's and Liverpool Channels 

in 1850. 

J.HE facts relating to Marine Insurance, showing the actual risks 
which attach to any particular voyage or dangerous locality, are so 
few, that our readers may be glad of the opportunity afforded us, 
by the kindness of Mr. John Young, underwriter, Lloyd's, to 
examine, as brought together in one view, a summary of the acci- 
dents which have occurred, in the course of the year 1850, in the 
St. George's and Liverpool Channels. The inquiry does not extend 
over a sufficient length of time, nor is it complete enough, to allow 
of any very important deductions being drawn. But the number 
of accidents, and the number of vessels damaged or wrecked, and 
still more the great number of lives which have been lost, even in 
the few cases where the number could be ascertained, may lead to a 
desire to obtain a more complete collection of facts for a longer 
period. The danger to human life is one in which underwriters 
may not be so specially concerned as Assurance Companies; but 
perhaps attention would be more forcibly drawn to the subject, if 
the observations of a greater number of years were published. We 
showed in the last Number of this Magazine, the great loss of 
property occurring in the navigation of the Thames ; and the table 
which we now give will exhibit an estimate, roughly made, of the 
same kind, in the passage of the Channels to Liverpool. The 
great defect of all registers of marine, as well as of other risks, at 
present, is the want of some uniform plan on which information 
may be furnished. The particulars in the former principally 
required are the exact dates, the locality in which an accident 
occurred, and, wherever it can be ascertained, the estimate of the 
damage caused. A very simple plan would be for all who are 
interested in giving the information, to be furnished with ruled 
forms, the required particulars to be inserted in blank spaces, from 
which tables of much interest and importance might probably be 
eventually obtained. The dangers of navigation, and the damages 
caused to shipping, either by collisions, by rocks, or by storms, 
being more accurately known and estimated, might lead to such 
improvements in the usual channels of navigation as experience 
would dictate, or to the establishment of other ports, the passage 
to and from which would be less costly to the commerce of the 
country, and less hazardous to human life. 
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Casualties to Shipping. 



Summary of Casualties in the St. George's and Liverpool Channels, 
comprising Loss of Life, Loss of Vessels and their Cargoes, Col- 
lisions, fyc, during the Year 1850. 
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It will be noticed from the totals of the above table, that in the 
short space of twelve months, and in the short navigation alluded 
to, there were no less than 182 vessels injured, either by coming in 
contact with each other, or running aground, &c. : that out of 37 
cases of collision, 25, or 67"6 per cent., were of sailing vessels in 
contact with sailing vessels ; 10, or 27 per cent., of steamers in 
contact with sailing vessels; and 2, or 5*4 per cent., of steamers in 
contact with steamers : that out of 108 vessels which went aground, 
25, or rather less than 23 per cent., were totally wrecked or aban- 
doned; and that besides 59 lives known to be lost, all but one 
individual of the crews of three other vessels went down. 
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